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KIPCHUMBA FOUNDATION
OSP LIST OF THEMES, 2023
Theme Sub-Theme/ Case No.

Religion Death rituals and beliefs surrounding the afterlife 1
Spirituality and spiritual practices 2
Sacred sites and pilgrimage 3
Deities and supernatural beings 4
Festivals and religious holidays 5
Mythology and creation stories 6
Witchceraft, sorcery, and magic 7
Divination and prophecy 8
Sacrifice and offerings 9
Ethics and moral codes 10

Marriage Marriage customs and traditions 11
Arranged marriages and courtship 12
Polygamy and polyandry 13
Bride price and dowry 14
Gender roles and expectations within marriage 15
Marriage and family dynamics 16
Divorce and separation 17
Infertility and adoption 18
Marital fidelity and infidelity 19
Marriage and economic status or class 20

Medicine Traditional medicine practices and beliefs 21
Healthcare systems and infrastructure 22
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Healing rituals and ceremonies 23
Acupuncture and other alternative therapies 24
Healthcare providers and specialists 25
Mental health and psychotherapy 26
Nutrition and dietary practices 27
Medical technology and innovations 28
Healthcare access and disparities 29
Technology Tools and equipment used for hunting, fishing, farming, and gathering 30
Transportation methods and vehicles 31
Architecture and building techniques 32
Artistic and aesthetic technologies 33
Textile production and weaving technologies 34
Pottery and ceramics 35
Metallurgy and metalworking 36
Leather and woodwork 37
Musical instrument making and musical technologies 38
Computing and information technologies 39
Commerce Traditional markets and marketplaces 40
Forms of currency and trade 41
Trade networks and routes 42
Bartering and gift-giving practices 43
Division of labor and production 44
Commercial relationships between different communities or ethnic groups 45
Techniques for storing and preserving goods 46
Commercial production and industrialization 47
Taxation and tribute systems 43
Forms of commercial dispute resolution and conflict management 49
Circumcision Different types of male circumcision procedures and techniques 50
Female circumcision procedures (if practiced) and techniques 51
The history and evolution of circumcision practices 52
The social and cultural significance of circumcision 53
The role of circumcision in traditional initiation rituals 54
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Traditional beliefs and myths surrounding circumcision 55
The impact of circumcision on sexual health 56
The role of circumcision in identity formation and social cohesion 57
Changing attitudes and practices towards circumcision in modern times 58
The ethics and controversies surrounding circumcision 59
Oral traditions Folktales and fables 60
Creation myths and origin stories 61
Legends of heroes and heroines 62
Historical narratives and genealogies 63
Rituals and ceremonies associated with oral traditions 64
Folk songs and ballads 65
Proverbs and wise sayings 66
Jokes and humorous stories 67
Myths and legends associated with the natural world (animals, plants, etc.) 68
Ghost stories and supernatural tales 69
Language Language acquisition 70
Language variation 71
Language revitalization 72
Language and identity 73
Language contact 74
Language documentation 75
Language technology 76
Language policy 77
Language and power 78
Language and translation 79
Geography Geomorphology and landforms 80
Hydrology and water bodies 81
Meteorology and climatology 82
Soil types and soil fertility 83
Biogeography and biodiversity 84
Natural disasters and environmental hazards 85
Environmental management and conservation 86
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Traditional ecological knowledge and practices 87
Cultural geography and place names 88
Historical changes in the natural environment 89
Agriculture Animal Breeding practices and animal selection 90
husbandry Herding techniques and tools 91
Animal products (e.g. milk, wool, leather) 92
Crop husbandry | Traditional crop varieties and cultivation techniques 93
Irrigation methods 94
Pest and disease management 95
Other methods | Hunting, fishing, and gathering 96
of agriculture Beekeeping and honey production 97
Silk production 98
Systems of Land ownership and inheritance practices 99
cultivation and Crop rotation and intercropping techniques 100
land tenure Terracing and other land management practices 101
Storage and Traditional storage techniques (e.g. drying, smoking, fermentation 102
produce Seed saving and storage practices 103
preservation Food preservation techniques (e.g. canning, pickling, salting) 104
Education Educational systems and practices for different age groups (children, adolescents, adults, 105
elders)
Spiritual and moral education 106
Vocational and professional education 107
Education for cultural preservation and sustainability 108
Educational roles and expectations for different genders 109
Oral education, such as storytelling and recitation of historical events 110
Educational systems and practices for people with disabilities 111
Education for leadership and governance 112
Education for environmental conservation and management 113
Demography Population growth and decline in different periods 114
Infant and child mortality rates and their causes 115
Life expectancy at different ages and over time 116
Migration patterns and reasons for migration 117
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Changes in family size and structure 118
Health status and disease prevalence among different age groups and sexes 119
Fertility rates and changes in fertility over time 120
Demographic changes due to external factors, such as war or disease 121
Changes in occupational and economic structures of the population 122
Changes in ethnic or racial composition of the population over time 123
Politics Governance and decision-making processes 124
Traditional forms of leadership and authority 125
Political representation and participation of different groups 126
Power relations and conflicts within and between communities 127
Diplomacy and inter-tribal relations 128
Economic policies and decision-making 129
Political participation and mobilization of youth 130
Gender and politics, including women's roles and representation 131
Political parties and their policies 132
Resistance movements and their impact on political structures 133
Music Folk music traditions and regional variations 134
Religious music and rituals 135
Music and social events (weddings, funerals, etc.) 136
Musical instruments and their construction 137
Musical notation and composition techniques 138
Oral transmission of music and cultural heritage 139
Professional musicians and music education 140
Gender and music performance 141
Popular music and globalization 142
Musical censorship and social control 143
Communication Verbal communication 144
Written communication 145
Nonverbal communication 146
Technology and communication 147
Communication and social hierarchies 148
Communication and power 149
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Cross-cultural communication 150
Communication and education 151
Communication and business 152
Communication and art 153
Meals Regional cuisines and cooking methods 154
Cultural significance of food and meals 156
Traditional ingredients and their uses 157
Mealtime rituals and etiquette 158
Food preservation and storage techniques 159
Traditional cooking utensils and tools 160
Traditional cooking utensils and tools 161
Festive and ceremonial foods and drinks 162
Hunting, fishing, and gathering practices for food 163
Agriculture and farming practices for food production 164
Traditional methods of food and drink processing and fermentation 165
Archaeology Excavation techniques and methodologies 166
Artifact analysis and conservation 167
Dating methods and chronology 168
Settlement patterns and urbanization 169
Trade and exchange networks 170
Material culture and technology 171
Ritual and religious practices 172
Funerary customs and burial practices 173
Social and economic organization 174
Environmental and landscape history 175
Games and Board games 176
recreation Video games 177
Sports 178
Card games 179
Playground games 180
Trivia games 182
Role-playing games 183
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Puzzle games 184
Collectible games 185
Wildlife Conservation efforts 186
Animal behavior 187
Ecological relationships 188
Habitat destruction 189
Human-wildlife conflict 190
Wildlife tourism 191
Hunting and poaching 192
Wildlife diseases 193
Endangered species 194
Biogeography 195
Traditional Ethnobotany 196
ecological Traditional ecological management 197
knowledge Hunting and fishing practices 198
Traditional resource governance 199
Indigenous conservation 200
Ecological calendars and knowledge systems 201
Weather and climate knowledge 202
Landscape management 203
Language and cultural transmission 204
Traditional ecological knowledge and modern conservation 205
Traditional art Sculpture 206
and Pottery 207
craftsmanship Textiles 208
Beadwork 209
Metalwork 210
Basketry 211
Woodworking 212
Leatherwork 213
Painting 214
Calligraphy 215
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Indigenous Endangered languages and language revitalization efforts 216
languages Language documentation and preservation 217
Language policy and planning 218
Language and identity 219
Language and worldview 220
Oral literature and storytelling 221
Language and place names 222
Language and traditional ecological knowledge 223
Language and education 224
Language and technology (e.g., language apps, online language courses) 225
The impacts of Forced assimilation 226
colonialism and Land dispossession 227
globalization on Cultural genocide 228
indigenous Intergenerational trauma 229
communities Environmental destruction 230
Resistance and resilience 231
Language revitalization 232
Indigenous rights 233
Cultural appropriation 234
Decolonization 235
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